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effect of which if adopted would have been
to erase from the regimental colors of l lie
United States army, among other names,
those of such battle-fields as Manassas,
Chancellorsvillc, and Cold Harbor? Wc be¬
lieve that w<? won those fights, and wonder
why a resolution of Congress should be ne¬
cessary to blot them from the list of Union
victories recorded on the standards of its
armies.
Do wc not all think that wc kuow some¬

thing about the second battle of Manassas;
and yet is not General Fitz John Porter, the
man who fought us so stubbornly at the first
buttle of Cold Harbor, now in disgrace be¬
muse it was proved to the satisfaction ot a
Federal court-martial that half the Confede¬
rate army was not iu fact where we know it
was on the 2l)th of August, 1S62?
And, ou our side, have not all read Gene¬

ral Joseph K. Johnston's " contribution of
materials for the use of the future historian
of tue war between the States"; and has
any man risen from the perusal of that iu-

! teresting book without being convinced that
I its distinguished author is mistaken as to
| some of his statements, or that till the rest of

the world is in darkness and ignorance?
I will venture to preseut two, aud only

two, illustrations of the perplexities in which
the " tut lire historian ot the war between
the Suites " will find himself involved when
he comes to compare the material contri¬
buted by General Johnston with the other
material contributed by official records and
documents which General Johnston seems
not to have seen, or not to have consulted.

lie, Cvner.il Johnston, says on page 140 of
his Narrative: " The author of Alfricnd'sJ
Life ot Jefferson Davis aud some other
biographers represent, to my disparagement,
that the army with which General Lee fought
iu the 'seven days' was only that which
1 had commanded^ It is very far from the
truth. Geueral Lee did not attack the enemy
until the 2Cth of June, because be was em¬

ployed from the tir>t until then in forming
a great army by bringing to that which I
had commanded 15,000 men from North
Carolina under Major-General Holmes, 22,000
from South Carolina aud Georgia, andabove
10,000 from 4 the Valley/ in the divisions
of Jackson aud E*vcll, which the victories
of Cross* Keys and Tort Republic had ren¬
dered disposable."
General Johnston states in a note the

sources of his information. lie says: "Gen¬
eral Holmes told me in General Lee's pre¬
sence, ju>t beiore the fight began, on the
31st of May, that he had that force (15,000
nun) ready to join me when the President
should give the order/' He then refers to
other evidence, which he says is in his pos¬
session. going to show that the reinforce¬
ments brought by General Holmes to Gene¬
ral L> e. and which took part in the " seven
dav>"' battles, amounted to 15,000 men.
As to the 22.000 from South Carolina and

Georgia, General Johnston savs :
" General Ripley gave me this number. He

brought the first brigade.5,000 men. Gen¬
eral Law ton told me that his was 0,000;
General Drayton that his was 7,000. iuere
was another brigade, of which 1 do not
know the strength."
Now, tne future historian of the war

would not be apt to question the accuracy ot
a statt meut made by General Johnston in rc-

jH'lliii'^ insinuationsin disparagement of him¬
self: aud if he did not push his investigations
beyond the limits of the Narrative would
be apt to record that from the three sources
mentioned by General Johnston the army
under Geueral Lee was augmented by thir-
ty-seveu thousand men before the battles
around Richmond began.
Aud yet how hard the future historian

will be put to it to reconcile the statements
in Johnson's Narrative with theolhcial re¬

port* made at the lime. In the first volume
of the official reports of the operations of
the Army of Northern Virginia, published
by authority ot Congress, at page 151 will
be found General Holmes's statement of the
number of im.-o brought by hitn to take part
in the battles around Richmond.
He then says that he was joined on the

30tti of June by General Wise with two

regiments of seven hundred and titty-two
bayonets, aud two batteries ot artdlerj,
and adds: - The effective force uuder my
orders thus amounted to six thousand in¬
fantry and six batteries of artillery," being
le>s -bv nine thousand than General John¬
ston's Narrative assigns to General Holmes.
General Johnston says that Ripley's brigade
was five thousand strong, and that Ripley
told bim so. There may possibly have been
that number of men borne upon the rolls
of the brigade, but we have General Rip¬
ley's official report of tue number under his
command who took part iu the battles
around Richmond. . . .

At puL'e 204, volume I., of the oiiiciai re¬

ports, General Ripley says ; " The aggregate
force which eutered into the series of en¬

gagements on the 20th of .June was twenty-
three hundred and sixty-six, including pio-
neers and the ambulance corps."
The Narrative puts the force under

General Lawton at six thousand men, hut
before toe future historian makes use of this

[ contribution to his materials he would do
well to re-td General Law ton's official report,
ut page 270 of the volume already referred

I to, where he w iil hud that General Lawton
i fives the force which he carried into the

battle of Cold Harbor on the 27th of June,
1SU2, as thirty-fire hundred men.

i have not been able to find General
Drayton's report of the part his eotn-

maud took in the engagements around
Richmond, if he did take part
in them, and therefore cannot corn-

pure General Johnston's statement of
i the strength of Drayton's brigade with any

official statement ; but if the numbers given
officially by Holmes, Lawton, and Ripley be
correct they brought less thanll,S66 men to

reinforce the army at Richmond instead of
20,000, us estimated by General Johnston.
Ripley and Lawton brought, according to
their official reports, 5.866 men instead of

ll.uOO, as stated in tne Narrative; and
Holmes, after being maforced by 700 iu-

fantry from Wise, numbered G,o00 muskets
instead ot 15,000.

Jt Ripley aud Lawton brought but 5,SGC
effective men to reinforce the army around
Richmond, u counting pioneers and the ani-

bulauce corps," it follows that Drayton's
brigade, and the other whose strength
General Johnstou says he does not know,
mu^t have made up the rest of the 22,000
men who, we are told by General Johnston,
came to assist in the " seven days' " battle
from South Carolina and Georgia.
That is, those two brigades, Drayton's and

the unknown one, miut have numbered
about 10,000 men. General Johnston says
that. General Drayton told him his brigaue
was 7,000 strong, so that the unknown bri¬

gade mu-t have had 0,000 men to make up
the 22,000 that came from .South Carolina
aud Georgia. It may have been so. There
may nave been a brigade 9,000 strong ; but
in speaking about it before you I think it
safest to mention it as the " unknown
brigade."
Aud before leaving this subject let me

*ugge.st to the future historian of the war

that before he writes Drayton's brigade
down as contributing seven" thousand men

to the army around Richmond in the "se¬

ven days' " battle, it will be well for him to

inquire whether Drayton's brigade was with
the army at all until after AlcClellan was

driven from the Chickahominy and the

Army of Northern Virginia had marched
northwardly upon a new campaign.
He will find no trace of Drayton's brigade

in the reports of the seven days' battles,
although they are so minute as to contain
the reports or captains of companies.
A Confederate brigade, seven thousand

btrong, would probably have taken some

part worth reporting in those battles, and
Us name would most probably have appear¬
ed in the official account.
Rut he will find some of Drayton's regi¬

ments appearing in the official accounts of
the subsequent operations of the Army of
Northern Virginia at 3fanassas and in Ma¬

ryland. Aj to the " unknown brigade," I
think that will turn out to be a very small

command under General Evans, of 8outb
Carolina, which was not with the arrayduring the battles around Richmond.
Another instance of the difficulty which

surrounds any one who ventures to enter
into a detailed history of the war will be
found in the same Narrative of which I
have been speaking. On page 140 General
Johnston says : " About noon (of the 1st
of June) General Lee was assigned to the
command of the Army of Northern v ir-
oinia by the President, and at night the
troop9 were ordered by him to return to
their camps near Richmond, which they did
soon after daybreak" (Monday, Juue 2d).
On the next page, Geueral Johnston pro¬

ceeds to describe the relative forces and po¬
sitions of the armies that had been engaged
on Saturdav, and says, with reference to the
condition of affairs ou Sunday, Juue 1st:

" Atter nightfall, Saturday, the two bodies
of Federal troops were completely separated
from the two corps of their right, beyond
the CbicUabominy, by the swollen stream,
which had swept away their bridges, and
Sumner's corps, at Fair Oaks, was six miles
from those of Heintzelmun and Keyes,
which were at Bottom's bridge; but the
Conlederate forces were united on the front
and left fl ink of Sumner's corps. Such ad¬
vantage of position and superiority of num¬
bers would have enabled thecu to defeat that
corps on Sunday morniDg, before any aid
could have come frouu Heintzelman, after
which his troops, in the condition to waich
the action of the day before had reduced
them, could not have made eflectual resist-

aU\nd again, on page 145, General Johnston

iio action of the war has been so little
understood as that of Seven Fines. Lhe
southern people have felt no interest in u
because, being unfinished in consequence 01
the disabling of the commander, they saw
110 advantage derived from it ; and t he eoe-
ral commanders claimed the victory becau-e
the Confederate forces did not renew the
battle on Sunday, aud fell back to their
camps ou Monday."

.The meauing of these extracts is tb« t
the Confederate army lost a great opportu¬
nity to destroy that of General McClellau
the day after General Johnston was p ound¬ed, and that Geueral Lee is responsible for
the loss ot that opportunity because he took
command about uoon on Sunday, and a.
ni"ht ordered the troops back totheii camp*
near Kichmoud instead of pressing the au-
vantage they had gained on Saturday aud
availing himself of the separation ct the
Federal forces caused by the flood in the

Cbjfokw^Q1beUeve that General Johnston is
the last person in the world to endeavor to
magnify his own great men's by dcpreci'i-
tin" the conduct ot others, and especially
depreei-itiog the conduct of one «no»e
mtue, cauouized by
by tlie sotobcro people in their umost
hearts. And yet Uenenl Jo io,tou liaa
fallen into an error in those parts[T his Narrative tbat I

.
have quoted

which is calculated to give the sunt-
tion of his great name to a reflection upon
the capacity aud conduct of the'Hu^louschief under whom the Army of ^tthau
Virginia attained its undying renown.
General Lee did not take coinmaud of the

army " about noon" on Sunday, nor were,
the troops ordered by him "to return
their camps near Kicbmond.

._i..When General Johnston, unfortunate!)
for the country, was wounded, General G.
W Smith succeeded to the command ot th
army and retained it for a few days, until
his infirm health compelled him to reliu-
Ql
General Lee did not take command before

the 3d of June, and whtn he ciiu the troop-
were already in the camps near Kichn.oud,
whence General Johnston had led^them to

K- notion or the war has
been "nttle unde?°tood.» N«r do I mean
bv what I have said to disparage General
Siuith. The opportuuity of which Gene)*i
lohu-ton speaks did not become known un¬
til some days after the battle, anu eoMoio ,t
therefoie hive been used the day after Gen-

^Vtryou Se"t°Sthose .ho have
every desire to tell the truth, aud v.'ho.e o .-

purluoiUes of knowing the tacts of wteb
they write are so lar superior to rnj . ,

k.ivc fallen into errors which J am M-e thO
will be the first to correct, you will
understand why I do v"r""'^d "ue bis- 1
one of its great battles as the subject otm.rhire's to night. X have been en^ged to.
two or three years, as somc of jou u'

know in tryiug to write au account of toe
lite and achievements of the great leaoe
the Army of Northern Virginia, and, cousciouVof mv inability to - rise to the height
of that '-reat argument," I have spared no

tabor to'muke what I shall write ««£».£¦however in other respects it may fail bdov

t^&^*vvpn>pertodenyl
mv request (preferred by a dUingmsheaSn-uor of the United States, who honors
me with his confidence and trieudship,)
he permitted to examine the capturco u

of t^C^^v^nment^
Federal officers have from tiuic to time given

the lawrers call " parole testimou>."
I have thus been thrown back upon otherI na\e luu

.Hid while 1 am most'""Stt have receivedgrateful for tne
ana confederate,trom officers, hot

can(1or compels me

SScriu"tub anything like minuteness any
ofThe great battles of the war.

.

EveFsince the surrender at Appomattox
Courthou>e I bave regarded myself as a man

of peace, but I am obliged to admit that ou oue

or two ccctiaious, when 1 was in pursuit of
information, I have nearly come to blows
with >ome zealous Federal officer who in¬
sisted upon convincing me that the Confede¬
rate army was beaten in the Wilderness, or

with, some unreconstructed rebel who would
not admit thut we were repulsed at Gettys¬
burg.
Knowing, therefore, the difficulties that

beset the way of the honest inquirer, I cast
the mantle of charity over the errors of those
who venture to provide materials for the
use of the future historian of the war between
the States'''; but I shrink from following
their example lest i also fall into the same

condemnation.
There are, however, some undisputed

facts with reference to the war from the

study of which a better understanding of

military operations can be derived than from
a detailed history of marches and battles,
and I propose to invite your attention to one

of these interesting and instructive con¬

siderations. 1 refer to the influence upou
the conduct and issue of the war in Virginia
which was exerted by the selection of the
city of Richmond as theseatof the Confede¬
rate Government and the establishment here
of those depots and arseuals necessary to

supply an army operating north* of the
James river. It is not possible in fact to

explain the operations of the contending
armies in Virginia without a clear under¬
standing of the importance which the pos¬
session of Richmond acquired during the

progress of the war. For four years the

greatest efforts of the Federal Government
were directed to the capture of the city,
while the strongest army of the Confederacy
was arduously engaged and finally ex¬

hausted In its defence.
The political consequence assigned by

common consent to the capital of a country,
aud especially to the capital of a country
struggling for recognition, would doubtless
bave rendered auy place which the Confede¬
rate Government might have selected for that

purpose a prominent object of attack ; but
Richmond bad a value in a military point of
view that far exceeded Its political impor¬
tance.
The great region of oountry that lies be¬

tween the James river and the Potomac has

become historic. It was the Flanders of the
war; and it is no exaggeration to gay that
nearly or quite a quarter of a million of men
perished in the fierce struggle for its posses¬sion in which the armies of the North and
South were engaged for nearly four years.
This territory was of great value to the

Confederacy on account of the supplies it
rurnished to the army, and the rpcruits
whom its brave aud patriotic population sent
to our rauks.

lint it was not. the supplies and the re¬
cruits which gave it its chief value.
The effectiveness of any array of the Con¬

federacy depended in a great degree upon
Its proximity to the enemy's country, and it
soon became apparent that the same number
of Confederate troops could not be placedwhere they would give occupation to so
much of the vastly superior force of the en¬
emy as in that region between the James
and the Potomac, within reacb of the sensi¬
tive southern frontier of the United States
on whose extreme border stood the city of
Washington, for the safety of which the
Federal authorities considered no prepara¬
tion excessive, no sacrifice too great.
A few considerations will suggest, rather

than fully explain, the importance to the
Confederacy of being able to maintain In
Northern Virginia an nrrav sufficiently
[strong to keep alive the fears of the Well¬
ington Government for the safety of that
city, and the defence of the avenues of ap¬
proach to the large cities of Marybnd and
Pennsylvania.
1 he resources of the Federal Government

greatly exceeded those of the Confederacy.
After the first battle of Manassas Mr.

Lincoln ptieeived that while the moral eftect
of speaking of the war as one waged for the
suppression of a rebellion was of service in
uniting the diflereut political parties in the
North and in giving the prestige of legiti¬
macy to bis government with those of other
nations, yet that in truth the North, under
the name of the " United States," bad en¬
tered upon a war of conquest, ant he forth¬
with began to prepare for it on a scale ade¬
quate to the emergency.
More than half a million of men were

called to arms, aud an army was speedily
launched strong enough to perform the great
task committed to it of blockading the south¬
ern coast from the capes of Virginia to the
mouth of the Rio Graude, aud ultimately to
turu the dubious scale of war in favor of
the balftod armies of the Union.
The results of this vigorous policy were

soon manifested. Vast armies gathered
along our frontier: the nimble gunboats
and powerful iron-clads swarmed in our
rivers and along our coasts, and every part
of the South felt itself exposed to invasion.

It was manifestly impossible for the Con¬
federate Go\ eminent to attempt, with any
hope of success, to oppose this vast force at
every point that might be assailed.
Tue undisputed control of the water, and

the extensive coa.-t and great navigable
rivers of the South, enabled the Federal
Government to attack so many points at
once that the attempt to oppose the enemy
everywhere would have led to the ruinous
dispersion of the Confederate forces. The
fatal consequences of such an attempt had
been demonstrated as soou as military oper¬
ations were resumed in the beginning
of 1SC2.
Kentucky and a great part of Tennessee

were quickly overruu, Missouri was pructi-
eally lost, the important city of New
Orkans fell into the bands of the enemy,
General Johnston found himself obliged to
retire from Northern Virginia, and strong
expeditions of the enemy succeeded in
establishing themselves along our Atlantic
coast.
The Confederates had some, troops every¬

where, but not enough to be efficient any¬
where. J'.ut although they must abandon
the hope of being able to oppose the enemy
successfully at every poiut of attack they
might still, by concentrating their forces and
threatening some vulnerable part of the
Federal frontier, compel the enemy to pur¬
sue the same policy of concentration, aud
leave him with fewer troops with which
to assail exposed localities. The position
of the city of Washington, and the great
importance attached by Mr. Lincoln and
his advisers to its possession, afforded such
an opportunity to the Coniederatc com¬

mander.
TiiC safety of tbe Federal capital was so

csm ntial to the successful prosecution of tbe
war that the precautions taken by tbe au¬
thorities at Washington to provide lor its
defence were always in proportion to the
political importance attached to its posses¬
sion rather than to the actual extent of the
danger that threatened it. The presence of
the army of General Johnstou at ilauassas
detained the army ot General McClellan,
more than three times as strong, at Wash¬
ington during the autumu aud winter of
iS(jl-?C2. The advance of ine siaall force
of Jackson down the Valley, when he
drove General Banks over the Potomac,
at a time when the Federal arms were

everywhere successful, excited such ap¬
prehension for tr.e safety of Washington
that the strong army of McDowell was re¬

adied from Fredericksburg to oppose him,
and General McClellan deprived of its co¬

operation in his iutenued attack ou Rich-
IIiOEd.
These results were ko entirely out of pro¬

portion to the real danger to which at any
time Washington was exposed that they
naturally suggested tbe idea that by avail¬
ing ourselves of the extreme sensitiveness
ot the Federal authorities on the subject we

could compel the concentration of their
forces and cause them to abandon some parts
of our country which we were not .>trong
enough to protect.
This will be found to be a marked feature

of the operations of tbe Army of Northern
Virginia under the command of General
Lee.

It will be remembered that he resorted to
this plan to compel the army of General
McClellan to withdraw from the James
after it had been dislodged from its po¬
sition ou the Chickahominy. He did not

hesitate, notwithstanding tbe declaration
of General McClellan of bis iuteuiion
to renew bis operations against Rich¬
mond from his new base, to detach the

whole of Jackson's command, which was

speedily followed bv the strong division of

A. i\ Hill.
These troops, under the energetic lead of

Jackson, crossed the Hapidun and attacked
the armv of General Pope with a boldness

which caused him to conceive a very exag¬
gerated idea of their numbers.
Pope's advance was checked, and tbe

troops of General Burnside, which had been

recalled to assist McClellan, were brought to

Fredericksburg to cooperate with Pope in

resisting the advance of the Confederate
army. This movement of Burnside made it

evident that nothing would be undertaken
by McClellan, and General Lee immediately
begau to move the rest of his army north¬
ward, confident that be would thereby ac¬

celerate tbe recall of McCitllan from the
James. .

At the same time the troops of D. II. Hill,
which had been stationed south of James
river, were drawn to Richmond, with such
reinlorcements as tbe withdrawal of General
Burnside from North Carolina had made dis¬

posable, with orders to follow tbe main

body of the army northward as soou as

General McClellan should be recalled.
Thus was completed that great step to¬

wards the concentration of tbe Confederate
forces which resulted in the formation ot

the powerful Army of Northern Virginia.
It is worthy of notice that the army did

not reccive its name until alter it had retired
from Northern Virginia and was engaged in

defending Richmond. Tbe name seems to

have been inspired by the conviction that

Northern Virginia was destined to be the

scene of its operations.
This concentration ou our part, and the

danger with which Washington was sup¬

posed to be menaced, brought about the re¬

sults anticipated by Geueral Lee.
McClellan'a army was brought to relnforcc

Tope, and troops were taken from tbe coast

of Carolina and from Western Virginia toaid in defending the Federal capital, and it
was evident that a Confederate army could
not render more efficient service and afford
more complete protection to the countrythan by arousing the apprehensions of the
authorities at Washington for the safety of
that city.
The advantage which the Confederacy de¬

rived from its ability to maintain a strong
army near the northern and northeastern
border of Virginia will also appear if we
reflcct what would have been the condition
of affairs had the Confederate army been ex¬
pelled from that region, and bad it fallen
back towards the North Carolina line, as it
would have been obliged to do in order to
keep up its connections with the South.

It is evident that in that case the whole
southern border of the United States, in¬
cluding the city of Washington, wouid have
been relieved of serious apprehension of dan¬
ger, and the troops that were occupied in
providing against an expected iovision on
our part would have been left free to be em¬
ployed in aggressive movements against us.
The effect of the loss of Kentucky and the

greater part of Tennessee upon
"

military
operations in the West will fuitner illustrate
my meaning. After our troops in the We>t
had fallen back so far from the northern bor¬
der, and extensive districts of country prac¬
tically in the possession of the enemy in¬
tervened between them and the Ohio river
and the Slates beyond, the enemy bud a
much greater force at his disposal f*r use in
ttie held than would have been the case had
he been required to guard his long south¬
ern border.
Time will not permit me to point out all

the advantages resulting from the tenure
of Northern Virginia by the Confederacy,
but I have said enough at lea-t to indicate to
my thoughtful hearers that the great strug¬
gle of nearly four years wh'cb was waged
for the possession of this region involved
conscqueuces to the Confederacy of far
greater importance than the mere loss of ter¬
ritory, or of the recruits and supplies that
it derived from Northern Virginia.
But while the presence of our army in

Northern Virginia was of advantage to the
Confederacy iu many ways, some of which I
have suggested, it is apparent that, to enable
that army to accomplish its object, it needed
all the strength the Confederacy could give
it. It was near the northern border, in
the presence continually of the most pos\-
erful of all the Union armies, and continu¬
ally exposed to the attack of superior num¬
ber?.
With all the important consequences

which depended upon the ability of th.it
army to maintain itself, and in view of the
gigantic task imposed up»n it of meeting
the repeated efforts of the enemy to force it
further back from the Union frontier and
from the Federal capital, it would seem that
the army had as much as it could do, and
that the skill of its leader and the courage of
his men would find full employment in per¬
forming the arduous task immediately ueiore
them.
You will now understand the subject to

which I proposed to iuvite your attention.
that is, the influence which the situa¬
tion aud military importance of the eity of
Richmond exerted upon the conduct and
issue of the war.

Valuable as the possession of Northern
Virginia was to the Confederacy, i'.s posses¬
sion came to depend entirely upon our ability
to defend the city of Richmond. There were

established the deiolsand arsenals which
were to supply the army operating iu North¬
ern Virginia,* or through Richmond the
array had its chief means of access to its
sources of supply further south.
With Richmond in rlie bunds of tlie ene¬

my, it is evident thuL no large Confederate
army could have beeu maintained in North-

\ 'r^'nia. There was no ottier eitv iu
\ irginia that had railroad connections with

the .South sufficient to furnish transporta¬
tion tor the supply of such an army as it
was important to maintain in Northern Vir¬
ginia;
Lynchburg might have been connected

witb railroads in North Carolina, and thus
have had an interior line of communication
svith the South le^s accessible to the enemy
than any that Richmond possessed ; but no

such connection was made, nor does it profit
now to inquire whether it could have been
made.

It I have succeeded in impressing you
with a sense of the importance of Northern

\ irgiuia to the prosperous maintenance of I
the war on the part of the Confederacy you 1

cannot fail to perceive that in addition to tne

great task which devolved up^n that army
in ,the immediate lield of its operations it

had also '.o assume all the difficulties which
the situation of Richmond imposed upon
those who undertook to defend it.
Early in the second year of the war the

Confederacy was compelled to yield to the
enemy the quiet possession of the James
river to within a lew miles of Richmond.
From that time it was always possible for
the Federal Government to transport troops
from the North within less than a day's
march from the city without tue fear or

even the possibility of interruption by us.

It is unm ce.-sary to refer to the additional
facilities atlbrded by the York river to the
enemy to approach Richmond.
The city of Richmond, upon the safety of I

which depended the ability of the Coufede-
racy to maiutain an efficient army jn North¬
ern Virginia, was iu fact almost as accessible
from the north by water as the city of Alex¬
andria. Its distance from the base ot the
Federal army that couid be brougut to

operate against it gave it no advantage if!
that army could almost reach its gates by a'
safe and rapid water iran.>portat ion. In at¬

tacking ttie city, situated as it was, the pow¬
erful ilMilla of the enemy was aole to co¬

operate efficiently with its laud forces, so

that the Offenders of Richmond had to resist
the combined efforts of the Federal army
and navy. Nor did Richmond possess any
of the advantages for the purposes of de¬
fence of an inland town, even should the
enemy, renouncing the facilities which his
command of the water affjrded him, at-

temQt to approach the city by land. The
movement of General Grant iu lbfjl from
Culpeper Courthouse to the James river
illustrate* clearly the disadvantages which
the army defending Kichmoud was forced to

lueur owing to the peculiar situation of the

city.
General Grant marched from Culpeper

Courtnouse, abandoning the communication
with Washington by the Grange and Alex¬
andria road. But he had no need tj care for
his old communication, for bis first halt in
the Wilderness, aud bis next at Spotsyl¬
vania Courthouse, afforded him an easy aud
sale access to the Potomac river at Aquiaj
creek, within a few hours'1 sail of Washing¬
ton, by a road directly in the rear of and

covered by his army. As General Grant ad¬

vanced further south from Spotsylvania
Courthouse to the Annas, the Ruppabin-
nock below Fredericksburg gave him new

water communication with his base, using
Port Royal, in the rear of his army, as a

landing.
"

When his third stage brought him

to the Pamunkey, a new aud perfectly safe

communication was opeueti with Washing¬
ton by the York nver and the Chesapeake
bay. And when his last march brought him

to the James, his communication with Wash¬

ington aud all the northern ports became

safe and perfect, without requiring the de¬

tachment of a single man from his army to

guard it.
It will thus be seen that although General

Grant's march was thus through Virgiuia it

was attended with few of the difficulties that

beset such a movement in a hostile country
or in the presence of an enemy.
The Federal army was not troubled with

the protection of it> lines of communication,
lor it abandoned one only to find another
and a safer at the end of every march.
Deprived thus of the opportunities thai

I auch a movement usually affords those who

resist an invading army seeking to penetrate
the interior of a country, the army of Gene¬
ral Lee could only oppose direct resistance
to the progress of the enemy, and hence the

bloody contests between the few and tbe
many that strewed the road frnui the Rapt-dan to the James with thousands of dead and
wouuded. jBut while Richmond could tbun be easilyapproached by water, and while it had noue
of the advantages of an interior city even as
against an advaree of the enemy by land,the difficulty of defending it in case a Fede¬ral army too strong to oe dislodged snonldsucceed in establishing itself near the citywas insuperable. Such a state of affairs re¬
versed all the conditions of a successtul ic-sistance by a weak to a strong force.

It would impose upon tbe weaker armythe protection of long lines of railroad,without which neither tbe troops nor the
population could be supplied, while the
stronger army wcu'd be perfectly safe in its
communications and free to use every man
(or the purpose of attack.
But it is unnecessary for me to point out

to those who took part in the defence of
Richmond the manilold nnd fatal disadvan¬
tages they struggled so bravely to overcome.
1 have said enough to show the difficulties
that beset that defence, and yet all thtse
difficulties wire added to the duties, cares,and labors of the Army of Northern Vir-
ginia.

I have only time to refer to one or two
illustrations of the disadvantages which. the
defence of Richmond, in older to maiuiaiu
itself in Northern Virginia, imposed upoutlie army.disadvantages proceeding alto¬
gether Irom ihe exposed situation ot the
city and the absolute naval supremacy of the
enemy.

It is plain that the necessity of looking to
the d< fence of the city against tbe great
peril to which It was constantly cx,-o»td|
could not fail to irfl'ience and control tue |operations of the army. JYou will remember ho*, in the winter or
1802-"(i3, tne tear of ao nuv.njce ot tue enemy
on the south side of the James mused the
detachment from the army at Fredericks- 1burg of the greater part of Longstreet/s (corp« and tbe apprehension of dancer to
Richmond from that direction was so great
that it was not coii&ideied expedient to it-
turn these troops to the army even tor the
purpose of taking part in the battle ol
Chaucdiorsville. The aOscuce of these troops
exposed the aruiy or General Lee to the
greatest peril, and perhaps stripped the vic¬
tory of Chaucellorsvilleoi tueuuits umigut
have home.

, .\<yuin, you will remember tua* the pre¬
sence of "a Federal fleet in the James
and the movement of a I ed.Tal army
from Bermuda Hundreds detained trom
us one of the strongest divisions
of Longstreet's corps while we were
crappling with our gigantic enemy in the
Wilderness and at Spotsylvania Courthouse.
The same necessity prevented us trom

calling to our assistance the other troops, un¬
der General Beauregard, on the south side of
tbe James, with whose aid we might once
more have rolled tbe tide of war back to
our northern border and made the result of
the enemy's campaign of 1864 like that of
1862 and ot 1803. .

...

But the mo-t marked influence which the
situation of Richmond and the necessity of
providing for its defence exerted upon theSuet of ll.o war in Virginia was ,n its
connection with the expeditions ot tbe arm)
hevond the Potomac.

, .

This 1 shall endeavor briefly to explain.
The great advantages which the enemy
would have in urging U-cku^d ««««»apparent that it was a saying ot the com
mander of the Army of Northern Virginia
that Richmond was never so sate as when its
defenders were absent His meaning was
that the safely of Richmond depended upon
our ability to employ the enemy at a dis¬
tance and prevent his near approach to the

"Audi was tbe policy adopted by Win, and
which secured the comparative gaiety o
R:cbmond from the time tbe army movednorthward in 1802 to the time when, worn
out with more than two years of exhausting
wo, it was forced to retire within tbe en-
tren'-bments of Richmond before tbe great
and ever-increasing multitudes of itsadver-
sary.
But it was only fov acting upon the appre¬

hensions of the enemy that such a result
could be attained with the Jorce under Gene¬
ral Let's command.
Accordingly, when by the second battle of

Manassas be bad driven the united forces of
Pope and McClellan, with all the rilnforce-
ments that had been added to them, back
upon the defences oi Washington, it oecauie

necessary tor General L"c to decide how tie
could prevent them from sending an

expedition by water against Richmond, and
thus necessitating the withdrawal of the
army Iroui Northern Virginia to defend the
ciiy. To do this would ne practically to

give up the advantages we had gained in
the campaign from Richmond to Manassas.

Il was out of the question to attempt
to besiege tLe Federal army in tue de¬
fences of Washington south of the Poto¬
mac even had General Lee been provided
with the means to do so; nor, could those
works have been taken, would any advant¬
age have resulted at all commensurate with
the sacrifice ot life that would have attended
the elDrt, as the army would still have been
separated from Washington by a river,
crossed bv a single bridge, more than :t mile
long, and commanded by the enemy's gun-
boaK
Nor was it possible for the nrmv to re-

maiu near its late battle-fields, as the country
around was entirely stripped of supplier
and there was no railroad to Richmond ex¬

cept from the Rapidau. To fall back
far enough southward to open railroad
communication with Richmond, besides sac¬

rificing to a great extent the moral ettect of
the Confederate tucces es, might invite a re¬

newal of the attempt on the city by way of
the James river.
Under these circumstances there was but

one cour«e kit tor him to pursue it ho would
save Richmonl from the peril wbicn he
kuew would attend irs investment by
the large army of the enemy. Lie
must give occupation to the

*

Federal
army, aud that occupation must be such
as to necessitate the largest concentration of
its forces. By this means he might even

induce the euemy to withdraw troops from
other parts of the Confederacy, and thus ob¬
tain additional retaioicement* for himself.
These results, ho wever, required that he

should continue to threaten Washington and
the northern States; aud this he could not
do effectually uuless he should keep his
army near Washington, and where it could
be supported.

It was for these reasons, as we learn from
the report of General Lee's first invasion of

Maryland, that be crossed the Potomac; and
for like reasons, as it would be eisy to show,
he invaded Maryland and Pennsylvania in
1863.

Jt is not my intention to trace the cam¬

paigns of the aruiy beyond the Poto¬
mac, interesting aud imperfectly under¬
stood as the events of those campaigns
are, but I have accomplished my present
purpose if I have succeeded in explaining that

the situation of Richmond was intimately
connected with the designs of General Lee

in undertaking those expeditions, aud that

the battles of' Sharpsburg and Gettysburg
were in fact but a part of the plan by which
Genera! Lee sought to detend Richmond,
and thereby enable him to maintain his army
in Northern Virginia and In proximity to

the enemy's border.
It would perhaps be going too far to say

that Geuerat Lee would not, have crossed
the Potomac bat for «:<.. peculiar situation
and vital iinportanc ot Richmond. It is

not impossible that Ir.d '«;«. « j»-rtive point
of Federal operation* in Vi/iriMi been some

less exposed and k>r> aeoe^i'de place the
Confederate army loigiit b ;ve gained advan¬
tages that mignt have* fn-ibied it to assume

theoffeusive in fuct a> wei!:<s id appearance.
But it is more pxobab'.c tluJ in sueh an

event the Confederate Government woull
have availed itself of the opportunity to r. ia«

force its armies in the South and West rat-ber

than engage In the invasion of the North.
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That it bad the inciiuation to pursue -this
policy is demonstrated by tbe detachment of
two divisions of Longstreet'a corps to re*
inforce General Bragg at a time when 16
was thought that General Lee would not
require his whole force in Virginia. In fact,I may mention tbut wbiie our army lay on
tbe Rapidan, in tbe winter of 1863 and 1804,
it was at one time in contemplation to send
Generic Lee bimseii to take command of the
army. in Georgia. Tbe confidence of Gene*
ral Lee in the belief that Richmond could
not be successfully defended except by keep-
in? tbe army at a'distance was frustrated to-
tbe list.
The close of three years of bloody war

fouud tbe diminished forces of tbe army
struggling with fresh and ever-increasinz
numbers, and yet so strong was General
Lt'tra co j vict ion of tbe necessity of prevent¬
ing the enemy from pressing tbe siege of
Richmond that be did not hesitate to reduce
his Htrengfb still further to aim one last blow
at the Federal capital in the hop? that be
might 'bus cjuse General Grant to send partof his array to its defence.
Sueh was the ovject of General Early's ex¬

pedition to Maryland.
Ir. was rot supposed that General E;irly\*

«mall force would induce the withdrawal of
General Grant's army, but it was hoped that
ibe latur would be induced to detacb a part
of bh force ; uud in that event niuforcemeuts
could be seufc io General Early, until at last .

tbe Seebe of uOaiiiuies might once more be
trauafcireti iiuuj Richmond to Lbe northern
frontier, ami on* moie expensive campaign
oi the enmuv f>e frustrated. But tbe vast
superiority in tne enemy in numbers enabled
turn »o prnv'd*1 lor the defence of Washing¬
ton without seriously diminishing tbe army
ot General Grant, and tbe siege of Richmond
remained unbroken.

I J>ave thus imperfectly endeavored to pre-
sert. to you in a general way tbe d flioulties
under "which the Army of Northern Vir¬
ginia had to struggle, and I think it' I have
made myself understood that you will be
uu.c to form a better idea of the ex'ent and
magnitude of its services than could be de¬
rived from a description of its various bat¬
tles, the uioSt accurate comparison of its
strength with that of tbe enemy, oi the most
careful enumeration of the losses it sus¬
tain*. d or inflicted.
With the burden of Richmond's weakness

constantly reatiug upou one arm, with the
oiuer it dealt those ponderous blows under
winch tne gigantic power ot the Federal Go¬
vernment shook to its foundation.
My comrades, these are reflections which

add new interest to tbe recollection of our
batlles and our marches. They give unity
aud consistency to a narrative that is com¬
monly regarded as consisting of detached
and independent events.
But time will not permit me to pursue tbo

subject further now, nor do 1 belltre that
when we meet, as ou this occasion, to re¬
vive the recollections and associations of our
army life, you give your first thoughts to
battles and campaigns. Such names asCohl
Harbor, Manassas, Fredericksburg, Chancel-
loisville, and imperishable Petersburg, recall
proud memories, 1 know.
But yoo, my comrades, on such an occa¬

sion as "this, when you hear their names,
think tirst of the dear friends wLo lay by
your side in tbe bivouac of the night, and"were struck dead by your side in tbe battle
ot tbemorrovv. Y<»u cease to think of the
stirring events of the combat when you re¬
call the scenes after tbe battle, when
"Our bugles sang truce, and the night-cloud had

to wi-n.it..
And the sentinel stars set their watch in tho

sky,
And thousand* ha<i suuk to the ground overi>o\r-

treil,
The weary to steep, and the wouniJed to dte.1'
You remember how you sat by some com-

ludc wu >*e litt.-o.ojd was fast ebbing ami
rr-ceived from lips soon to he sealed iu death
! lie last few words to mother, wife, child,
Irieud. You recall a son kneeling over the
prostrate body of hi' fa'her, or fither lean¬
ing on his musket and gazing with mingled
agony and pride upon a brave young lace,
wuite iu dea'h, his hop», his treasure, deid;
ye«, but (!e?tl on tue neld of duty and of
honor.dead In honors foremost rank-*.
These are the armories which the feurvl-

vors of the nrmv cherish nearest to their
hearts, auu wuu wmcb tliey go back to their
battle-fields not n~ the scenes of triumph or
disaster, but as sacred spots, where bravo
comrades fell- ;pu » on which they tread
with veiled faep*ind unsandelled feet.

It was uut oui fortune to reap the fruits -

of a successful ^"ir. It was not ours,
coming back to o'»r b-um-s, to receive from
those for wbem uur alius had wou liberty
and safety tLe hymn ol welcome:
"Oh! dav thrice lovelv wlieu at length the soldier
Ilcturas home i:i?o life wh mi he becomes
A tVllO VV-iUaU UiUO.ift mo iclluWiQCO.
1 he colors lire u .t'url«». » lie cavalcade
Maisiiai*, ami iu uu/.x Is hushed, and lurk !
Now Die soil peace-march beats, borne, brothers,

home."
But as I cast niv fyps over the whole his¬

tory of the Army of Northern Virginia.
from its rhroush its life of arduous
toil and danger, to the hour when its un¬
stained swerd fell from its exhausted hand.
I feel fhnt if n worthy to have appHed to it
ihosp nohU> words addressed by the English
por' to the fallen oak.
1 Thou -ho unmoved hast heard the whirlwind

..hide
Kull ninny a winter round thy cr iggv nest,
Aiiu jo.uc e nth-born giant hast ouutretche I
An hu drrfi arms and heaven's own twits defied,
Now !»|oi g thv native mountain side
Uptorn; mu uiuik not that I conic* lu sited
'i f, IU e 'Iron of pity o'er thy hea<J,
Or basely '<> i*»*ult ttiv blasted prl<5e.
So. ii oil. i .» Uine, though fallen, imperial o A",
To t&'Ch 'his lesson to the goo'i and brave ;
Ths't 'il^ f.r better, overthrown aud broke,
1 ii tmtioin's cause to si tik into die grave
'i h .n !. submission to a tyrant's yoke,
Like the vli- reed, t » bow au<J be a slave."

The address of Colonel Marshall was list¬
ened to wilb profound attention through¬
out, wa« frequently and loudly applauded,
and wu* greyed with deafening applause
and an .»ld 44 Reoel yell" when he took his
sen.

ELECTION OF OFFICERS.

On motion of General Bradley T. John¬
ston, a rom»ui"ee was appointed to report
the nanrw* of new ofii :ers.
The following sv-.-re reported and unani-

mously elected :

President, General George E. Pickeft.
Vice Preslden's, General W. II. K. Lee, Ge-
ne^l Robert Ransom, Generd A. L. Lornr,
General H. Hetb, Captoln D. B. MeCorkle.
Tressurer, Major Robert Stiles; Secretary,
George L. Christian ; Assistant Secretary, L.
t>. Edwards; Executive Committee, Gene¬
ral B. T. Johuson. Colonel Th^tnas H. Car¬
ter, Muj »r T. A. Brandef, Major \V. K. Mar¬
tin, Private C.irlton McCarthy.
The meeting then adjourned to the ban*

quel hail at the Exchange Hotel.
The Banquet

About one hundred and twenty-dye sol¬
diers of the Army of Northern Virginia aat
down to an excellent supper, served in tho
Exchange dining-room, o<ie which it would
have been plea-rant *o h*ve seen an old Con¬
federate regiment su.toun i. After full ju*-
tice bad beeu done to the viands a number
of regular toasts were r»*ad, and eloquent re¬

sponses wete maffe by Governor Kemper,
General VV. B. Tulia'erro, General W. H.
Payne, General J. A. Early, General Fitz
Lee, General W. ii. P. Lee, General
Lindsay Walker, General J. A. Walker» Dr.
Cullen, Dr. Carrinaion, Judge Farrar, Gen¬
eral Brucley T. Jjbnson, General Robert
Rinsom, General P. H. Smith, Colonel C»S.
Veuable, »nd Colonel Charles Marshall.
Good burner, good fellowship, and good or¬

der pre\ ailed, and the whole atiafr waa a

brilliant sucee>a.
______

Robbsry tx Rocketts..A negro named
Wash. Edwards was before Police-Justtco
White ves'.erday, charged with breakingami
entering the hou*e of Amos Macklio, «u

Rocket ts, in the night-time. fjp<* stealing a

number of fowls, valued at fifteen dollari.
The accused was examined and sent on to

the grand jury of the Hustings Court to
answer the charge.

. ' v Vy#."
[fob orajsa locjo* sjus fowth faoj-J


